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Living Sacrifice

Malala: The 14-year-old Pakistani girl, became an international symbol
of courage after she was shot by Taliban gunmen last october for her
crusade about girls going to school.

She had blogged fearlessly about girls' education and accused the
Taliban of thriving on ignorance. The Taliban forbid girls in the
classroom and have threatened to kill anyone who defies them.

Malala was in a school van in the area on October 9 when the gunmen
stopped the vehicle and demanded that other girls tell them who was
Malala. They identified her. Malala was then shot, as were two other
girls who survived the attack with lesser injuries.

Malala was left in a critical condition, Doctors plan to perform cranial
reconstructive surgery on her within the next month, replacing a
shattered portion of skull with either her own bone or a titanium plate.
Her father describes her survival as a miracle.

Kainat, who was shot in the upper right arm, vocalized, "I want to tell all
the girls to continue their mission to get an education,” Kainat said
Tuesday.

"Girls' education here is more important than boys' because boys can do
any sort of work. However, girls can't just do any sort of job. Girls must
have respectful jobs so that they can feel secure."

The 10th-grader toughed out the ordeal. She said she has no regrets
about defying a group that wants to stop girls from learning.

"God willing, I will continue my education," she said.
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Living and Sacrificing

Living:

1. having life; being alive; not dead:

2. in actual existence or use

3. active or thriving; vigorous; strong: a living faith.
4. burning or glowing, as a coal.

5. flowing freely, as water.

Sacrificing:

1. the offering of an animal, plant, or human life or of some material
possession to a deity, as in propitiation (appease) or homage.

2. the person, animal, or thing so offered.

3. the surrender or destruction of something prized or desirable for
the sake of something considered as having a higher or more
pressing claim.

A living sacrifice - A sacrifice is an offering made to God as an
atonement for sin; or any offering made to him and his service as an
expression of thanksgiving or homage. It implies that he who offers it
presents it entirely, releases all claim or right to it, and leaves it to be
disposed of for the honor of God.

Romans 12 — A Living Sacrifice

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this
is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will


http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/life
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/possession
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be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

Humble Service in the Body of Christ

*For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with
sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each
of you. * For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, °so in Christ we,
though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
°We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; ’
if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; ®if it is to
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it
cheerfully.

Love in Action

? Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. *° Be
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. **
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the
Lord. ** Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. **
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

1 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. *> Rejoice with
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. *° Live in harmony
with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with
people of low position. Do not be conceited.

" Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the
eyes of everyone. ‘® If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. *° Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; | will

D) 20 ;
repay,” says the Lord. " On the contrary:



4/26/2014 Living Sacrifice

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

2 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

1 Corinthians 15:33 ** Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good
character.”

Colossians 4:5-6 ° Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make
the most of every opportunity. ° Let your conversation be always full of
grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone.

Suffering for Being a Christian — Sacrificing for Christ

1 Peter 4:12

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. **
But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so
that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. ** If you are
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of
glory and of God rests on you. ™ If you suffer, it should not be as a
murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. *°
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God
that you bear that name. *” For it is time for judgment to begin with
God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for
those who do not obey the gospel of God? *® And,

“If 1t 1s hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

%S0 then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
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Living for God

1 Peter 4: 4 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves
also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done
with sin. ? As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for
evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. ° For you have spent
enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—Iiving in
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.

* They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild
living, and they heap abuse on you. > But they will have to give account
to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. ° For this is the
reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that
they might be judged according to human standards in regard to the
body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.

"The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so
that you may pray. ° Above all, love each other deeply, because love
covers over a multitude of sins. ® Offer hospitality to one another without
grumbling.

% Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. ** If
anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides,
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

The Divine Mercy Should Move Us. Being Transformed. Humility.
Faithfulness in Our Own Personal Duties. Loving with Pure Hearts.
Blessing for Cursing; Good for Evil. The consecration of the body to
God is not an outward act, like the sacrifice on the altar, but an act of the
mind.
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Present your bodies a living sacrifice. The Jewish dispensation with its
sacrifices was ended; it closed when Christ, our passover (1Co 5:7), was
offered for us. " Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new
unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has
been sacrificed.

Summary: Living Sacrifice through Conversion and Practice

But for us a new order of sacrifice has come in. We should give
ourselves.

As victims on the altar were surrendered wholly to God, so our bodies
with all their members should be consecrated to his service; not as slain,
but as living sacrifices. We do this when they become the temple of the
Holy Spirit, and are used to serve God.

It is acceptable to God: to give a reasonable service, which we are able
and ready to give a reason for, and when we understand His will.
Conversion and sanctification are the renewing of the mind; a change,
not of the substance, but of the qualities of the soul.

The progress of sanctification, dying to sin more and more, and living to
righteousness more and more, is the carrying on this renewing work, till
it is perfected in glory.

The great enemy to this renewal is, conformity to this world. Take heed
of forming plans for only fleshly happiness, these lay in the things of
this world, which will only pass away.

Do not fall in with the customs of those who walk in the lusts of the
flesh, and mind earthly things. The work of the Holy Ghost first begins
in the understanding, and is carried on to the will, affections, and
conversation, till there is a change of the whole man into the likeness of
God, in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness. Thus, to be godly,
IS to give up and die to ourselves daily to God.



